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Orchids still closer. When the pollinia are drawn ont of their 
pockets they lie in the same plane, but in a short time twist about 
so as to be in parallel planes. In this position, what may be called 
the knees of the mass are turned to the side opposite to the groove, 
and present to the cleft of the stigma, when the insect alights, what 
was before the outer edges of the mass. When moistened with 
warm water, the pollinia resume their original position. This last 
experiment I made with the pollen of A. Cornuti, Decaisne. 

W. H. L. 

§6, New Publications. — 1. Botany for Young People. Part II. How 
Plants Behave: How they Move, Climb, Employ Insects to Work for 
them, etc. By Asa Gray. New York and Chicago : Ivison, Blake- 
man, Taylor & Co. 

As the title, given in full, indicates, this little work brings toge- 
ther a class of facts constituting a new and most important chapter 
in Botany. It was time for the separate observations to be com- 
bined and the results introduced more directly to the student, and 
we are rejoiced to learn that Dr. Gray proposes a fuller statement 
of them. The book is attractive in form, and we hope may lure the 
young to our favorite study. To more mature minds, imbued with 
a love of Nature, it cannot fail to prove of great interest. We find 
a little obscure the brevity of the account of the inseet fertilization 
of Iris, and venture to question the dictum that such plants as Silene 
and Bobinia viscosa capture insects by accident. 

2. The Bee-Keeper's Magazine: an Illustrated Monthly . H.A.King 
& Co., 14 Murray street, New York. 

57. Agave Americana, L. — A fine specimen of the so-called Century- 
plant has been on exhibition in this city during the last month. 
The great heat seems to have hastened its blooming, so that we fear 
it may be too late for our readers to profit by this notice. 

58. Salices. — We have omitted the continuation of the Catalogue 
this month, in order to make a final appeal for help with these 
Willows. We do not suppose that any one is free from doubts on 
this subject ; but whoever has studied it at all must have determined 
some of the species described in Gray's Manual, or at least must have 
some specimens from our vicinity. We want every ray of light. 
In particular, we have no information about S. humilis, Marshall ; 
S. purpurea, L. ; S. viminalis, L. ; S. cordata, Muhl. ; the varieties of 
S. fragilis and S. alba, L. ; S. longifolia, Muhl. Doubtless some or all 
of these species are to be found hereabouts. No genus of plants is 
more puzzling, and very good service may be rendered to science in 
this direction. 

59. Pinns Elliottii, Engelm. — Mr. H. W. Bavenel has kindly sent 
us additional specimens (which we have placed in Dr. Torrey's her- 
barium), and writes: "You will observe the early recurving of the 
young cones, which seems to be characteristic of the species. Dr. 
Mellichamp, of Bluffton, S. C, near the sea-coast, from whom I re- 
ceived them, says in his letter of April 30th — ' Some weeks ago the 
young cones were standing off like the arms of a cross, the whole 



